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scale beside which government support of learning in other
countries looks very shabby.
The Academy combines, among others, the functions
of the Royal Society and the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research. It covers not only science, but
literature and language, philosophy, history, economics,
and law. It consists of a very select body of 139
Academicians whose mean age is about 65, and a scarcely
less select body of 198 corresponding members, whose mean
age is scarcely less than 65. Most (though not quite all)
of these men were appointed for their distinction as scientists,
and it is no exaggeration to say that the Academy is a more
difficult body to enter even than the Royal Society of
London.
Unlike the Royal Society, which exacts a subscription,
the Academy rewards its members with a handsome salary.
Academicians receive 3,000 roubles a month,1 simply for
being Academicians; and corresponding members receive
1,500 roubles a month.2 This- emolument is but one of the
privileges accorded to Academicians. In addition they
have very liberal rations for food and clothing. They may
shop at a special store which stocks materials not available
in ordinary stores. They receive a discount at .the Com-
mercial shops. They are given cars. Every Academician
is entitled to a comfortable flat in the city. And it is planned
to provide, for the relaxation of Academicians in the
summer time, a large number of country cottages, built
all together in one village, and each surrounded by an
orchard.
Elections to the Academy are made by the votes of
Academicians on the recommendation of expert committees,
who take into account not only scientific eminence but also
* character* and service to the State. The procedure is
attended by a good deal of publicity. Two months before
the elections the names of candidates (the number greatly
1 Raised on 1.4.1946 to 5,000 roubles.
* Raised on 1.4.1946 to 2,500 roubles.

